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Editor  

Bucks County Courier Times 

8400 N. Bristol Pike 

Levittown, PA  19057 

 

To the Editor: 

 

This letter is in response to the article, “Bristol Township may get help from State to combat crime” on 

www.Buckscountycourier.com yesterday. First of all, we would like to state unequivocally that Bristol 

Township will gladly accept the assistance of any Federal, State, County, or Local Law Enforcement 

Agency in its efforts to combat crime.  

 

However, we must question Representative Tina Davis’ comment that, “Officer levels are lower than 

they should be”. How does Representative Davis know this? What is she basing this assessment on 

factually? Is this based on her experience on Township Council where her pandering to special interests 

brought the Township to the brink of bankruptcy? The Representative had her day on Council and 

chance to make a real difference to the community. She decided to leave the day-to-day running of the 

Township and go off to Harrisburg.  

 

Bristol Township has fewer employees in every department, not only the Police Department, but has 

not reduced services. The manpower cuts were necessary because the Township was, in fact, on the 

verge of bankruptcy in January 2012. Representative Davis’ work on the Township Council directly 

contributed to the Township’s dire financial condition! As State Representative, Tina Davis has not 

obtained one dime of funding for Bristol Township since January of 2012. The present Township 

Council is cleaning up the financial mess left by old-time Bristol Township politicians, of which 

Representative Davis was a charter member. 

 

http://www.buckscountycourier.com/


 

 

 

The Township went to binding contract arbitration with the Bristol Township Police Benevolent 

Association to obtain relief from the crippling pension and benefit legacy costs that brought it to the 

verge of bankruptcy in 2012. The PBA’s position clearly articulated by their arbitrator was that they did 

not want to give up any existing benefits; their stated preference to the arbitration panel was to 

reduce the number of police officers! The neutral arbitrator obviously sided with the PBA and issued an 

irresponsible decision that has created the present conditions. The Bristol Township PBA got exactly 

what they wanted. They reaped what they sowed. The Act 111 Arbitration process is clearly broken as 

evidenced by the number of PA cities, townships, and boroughs in financial distress. What has 

Representative Davis done to fix this broken system as our State Representative?  

 

Now that the workforce has been reduced to pay for the $81 million in unfunded liabilities, the PBA 

says that they wanted to negotiate and would have given back some of their excessive benefits! Will 

they give up the four-year DROP plan that will add another $1 million in unfunded liability to their 

pension plan, but put another $250,000 in cash in their pockets at retirement in addition to the huge 

lump sum payouts for sick and vacation leave? How does the DROP program benefit the senior citizen 

on a fixed income looking for more police protection? 

 

The unfortunate shootings on Winder Drive had absolutely nothing to do with the number of Bristol 

Township police officers. It is simply ludicrous, self-serving, and politically opportunistic to suggest 

otherwise. There were as many officers working at the time of the shooting as have been for the past 

25 years when the Township’s population exceeded 70,000! The Acting Chief and responding Sergeant 

have acknowledged that the number of officers in the police department had nothing to do with these 

senseless killings, nor could have prevented the crimes. Further, there is no correlation between the 

total number of sworn police officers and the number of officers on patrol on the street at any time. 

Existing officers simply have to work more hours at premium pay due to the excessive benefit 

packages. 

 

The present Township Council has lowered tax millage, averted bankruptcy, balanced three budgets, 

paved 88 miles of roads, retrofitted 4,367 street lights, and brought the Township’s Wastewater 

Treatment Plant into compliance for the first time in 20 years.  

 

The protection of persons and property is of the utmost concern to this Township Council. The Police 

Department will be rebuilt in a responsible cost-effective manner. New officers will be hired and the 

two laid-off patrolmen recalled. However, special interests will no longer be allowed to dictate to this 

governing body as has been past practice much to the detriment of all Bristol Township taxpayers. 

 

Bristol Township has the third highest real estate millage of all Bucks County municipalities. The Bristol 

Township School District, which collects eight times the amount of real estate tax revenue as the 

Township, has the highest millage rate of all school districts. Bristol Township’s total millage is the 



 

 

highest in Bucks County. This makes the attraction of business and industry that much harder to 

accomplish in a competitive market.  

 

If Representative Davis wants to give up her $90,000 a year position and lucrative pension and return 

to the Township Council, she is free to do so.  However, we sincerely hope she will focus on the 

pension crisis that is causing homeowners’ real estate taxes to continually increase and the numerous 

problems plaguing the State. Until that time, we hope she will leave the running of Bristol Township to 

its duly elected Council. 

 

The present Township Council has no political agenda except what is in the best interest of the 

taxpayer. This is the reason that Bristol Township will continue its rebirth and move forward under the 

toughest economic conditions of our time. 

 

Should you have any questions, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to 

contact us. Thank you for your kind consideration in this matter.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Lewis    Troy Brennan    Craig Bowen    

Council President   Vice-President    Council Member   

 

 

Joseph Glasson    Amber Longhitano    John Monahan   

Council Member   Council Member   Council Member 

 

Cynthia Murphy 

Council Member 

 

 

 

Cc: Representative Tina Davis 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 


